
Dear Senator McCrory, Representative Sanchez and esteemed members of the Education Committee: 

 

My name is Kate Conetta and I am from Danbury, CT. 

 

I’m writing in strong opposition to SB #229, An Act Concerning the Charter School Approval Process. 

 

It is my belief the state has an obligation to fully fund and support its public school system, which it has 

never done, before pursuing other educational models.  

 

Here in CT we’ve relied on a system using local property taxes to fuel the public education program and 

it reflects the segregated nature of our state. This results in substantial disparity in per pupil spending 

from community to community and consequently impacts the educational resources available to 

students in a similar way. 

 

Frequently in the communities where charter schools are developed, the public schools are suffering 

from chronic underfunding, creating greater vulnerabilities in the neediest students and underserving 

those who are performing at or above grade level.  

 

This creates educational gaps which charters are available to fill – the problem is, those charter schools 

are not governed by locally elected officials and nor are they achieving the equity within the community 

that would and should serve all students who live there. 

 

Additionally, charters typically depend on the local public school district to provide ancillary services 

such as transportation, nurses & custodial staff, and special education out of their own budgets. This 

drains dollars away from the public schools which, as noted above, have not been fully funded to begin 

with. The result of moving state tax dollars towards more charter schools will mean fewer dollars 

available for public school districts – both via the draining of local dollars to pay for services at charter 

schools, and the awareness that even a separate fund of money for charters still from the same state 

budget which could and should be increasing its share of public education costs, especially those related 

to unfunded mandates such as the recent increase in graduation credits. 

 

I encourage you to focus on the public school systems we already have, which are eager for your 

support and financial investment. It may be that down the road we look to alternative models, but it 

would be a deliberate action to set the public school districts up for failure by refusing to fully fund 

them, and diverting state funds to other types of schools instead. 

 

Please vote No on Senate Bill #229. Thank you for your time and service. 

 

Respectfully, 

 

 

Kate Conetta 

Danbury, CT 


